
• N E W S •
Spring 2007

V e r m o n t  A l l i a n c e  o f
I n d e p e n d e n t
C o u n t r y  S t o r e s
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s

Bill MacDonald (waitsriver@vaics.org)
Janet MacLeod (adamant@vaics.org)
John Rehlen (castleton@vaics.org)
Doug Tschorn (wayside@vaics.org)
Sharon White (westcharleston@vaics.org)
Charlie Wilson (taftsville@vaics.org)

Dennis Bathory-Kitsz (bathory@vaics.org)
Jim Harrison (jim@vaics.org)

The Vermont Alliance of Independent Country Stores is a nonprofit
organization whose mission is to promote and enhance country stores, while
preserving their unique heritage and contributions to their communities.

Membership Info Online
ALLIANCE MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION  AND APPLICATION  FORMS ARE AVAILABLE FOR

download and printing at the vaics.org website. Under the heading “Member-
ship” click the link for Microsoft Word or Adobe PDF format. For potential
members, there’s also the PowerPoint slide show, our video, and other features.

Did you know? You can get this newslet-
ter ready to print in color at the vaics.org
website.
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New Directions: Annu al
Meeting  2007 in WRJ

THE ANNU AL MEETING OF THE VERMONT ALLIANCE OF INDEPENDENT

Country Stores takes places on Thursday, May 10, at the King Arthur Flour
Company in White River Junction.

This is a critical meeting for the Alliance, coming after a year of quiet
activity. New vendors will be presenting, and a menu of Vermont products
will be offered for lunch. Among the topics will be participation in the Vermont
History Expo in June, an event which draws visitors from throughout the
state and was critical to the Alliance receiving the Vermont Seal of Quality.
Private brands will be presented again, and new ideas will be discussed.

September’s Country Store Month will again be on the agenda, with
cooperation with state agencies and among the stores. We also hope to get the
Governor’s proclamation of Country Store Month once again this year. Website
updates will be considered, as will the Passport Program for 2008—an
imaginative method of generating customer traffic.

Registration and directions are on page 3 of this newsletter.
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Benson Store Before & A f ter
My wife Loretta and I purchased the Benson village store one year ago this

month.
The business was in rough shape, for the most part empty and very close to

closing its doors last April.
We’ve added all new shelving, an updated deli area with hot soups, sand-

wiches and fresh baked breads. We offer fresh donuts and muffins each morn-
ing, daily lunch and breakfast specials, over 500 videos for rental, a nice wine
selection, fresh cut meats, produce, and we’ve brought back gasoline and die-
sel, which the store hadn’t had in several years.

We are now in the process of adding over 20 feet of refrigeration which will
allow us to add at least 100 linear feet for an expanded meat department and
more fresh produce. We hope to have this in operation before June. This
project has been monstrous and without the help of numerous local folks and
the great advice of many VAICS and VGA members, it would have been
impossible.  (Continued on Page 4)


